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Welcome to the first quarterly edition of African 
Ministers’ Council on Water (AMCOW) bulletin for 

2025. In this quarter, we continued with our mission 
of providing political leadership, policy direction and 
advocacy in the provision, use and management of 
water resources for sustainable social and economic 
development and maintenance of African ecosystems. 

Highlighted in this bulletin are key initiatives and activities 
undertaken in our role as the Sectoral Ministerial 
Committee on Water and Sanitation of the Specialised 
Technical Committee on Agriculture, Rural Development, 
Blue Economy, Water and Environment (STC on ARBWE) 
of the African Union.

We are looking forward to engaging with you as we 
formulate an Africa Water Vision and Policy for inclusive 
and climate resilient water security on the continent 
beyond 2025.

Here is our pick of key highlights for the months of 
January, February and March 2025:

AMCOW secured landmark decisions on water and 
sanitation at the 38th Ordinary Session of the Assembly of 
the African Union held on February 15-16 in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia. The AMCOW Secretariat, with strong support 
from Member States and the AUC, advocated for the 
adopting “Assuring Sustainable Water Availability and 
Safe Sanitation Systems to Achieve the Goals of Agenda 
2063” as the African Union Theme of the year 2026. 

During the 38th Ordinary Session, the Assembly of the 
Heads of State and Government (HoSG) of the Union 
took decisions: 

a.	 Assembly/AU/Draft/Dec.10(XXXVIII)Rev.1 adopting 
“Assuring Sustainable Water Availability and Safe 
Sanitation Systems to Achieve the Goals of Agenda 
2063” as the African Union Theme of the year 2026.

b.	 Assembly/AU/Draft/Dec.31(XXXVI I I)Rev. 1 
acknowledging the Republic of Zambia’s leadership 
to host, on 27 – 29 May 2025, the third African 
Implementation and Partnership Conference on 
water and sanitation (PANAFCON-3). 

The business of the Union to commemorate the water and 
sanitation theme will be launched at the 39th Ordinary 
Session of the Assembly in February 2026. The Summit will 
set the stage for consideration and adoption of an Africa 
Water Vision and Policy. The goal is to strengthen water 
security towards attainment of Africa’s aspirations to 
expand economic opportunities; and curtail the factors 
underlying unemployment, migration, displacement and 
insecurity.

The PAPNAFCON-3 serves as a multi-level dialogue 
process to:
a.	 assure broad and active stakeholder input into 

prioritisation of the technical proposals and 

articulation of the action framework of the post-2025 
Africa Water Vision and Policy;

b.	 assure high-level political ownership of the Vision 
b. and Policy and, in turn, active commitment to 
actualise it by – among others – placing emphasis on 
making a business case for the water and sanitation 
economy as an essential success factor of national 
fiscal policy; and,

c.	 ensure that the post-2025 Africa Water Vision 
and policy is aligned to and is adopted as an 
implementation framework of Agenda 2063.

The Assembly further tasked the AMCOW Secretariat and 
the AUC to work with the leadership of the African Union 
Sectoral Ministerial Committee on Water and Sanitation 
to ensure vertical alignment of the action framework 
for the AU Theme for 2026 and the United Nations Water 
Conference of 2026. And, as such, contribute to the 
Conference’s goal to speed up the implementation of 
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 6 on water and 
sanitation. 

The AMCOW Secretariat will continue working with Member 
States, the AUC, and all stakeholders to translate these 
decisions into action to achieve water and sanitation 
goals in Africa.

LANDMARK DECISIONS ON WATER AND 
SANITATION SECURED AT THE 38TH AU ASSEMBLY 
SEETING THE STAGE FOR THE LAUNCH OF TAFRICA 
WATER VISION AND POLICY IN 2026
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Within the period of January to March 2025,  AMCOW 
delegation led by  the Executive Secretary paid a courtesy 
call to Vice presidents representing Northern, Eastern and 
Western Africa regions as follows: 
a.	 S.E Monsieur Nizar Baraka, Honourable Minister for 

Equipment and Water of the Kingdom of Morocco. 
– 24 January.

b.	 Honourable Jumaa H Aweso, MP,  United Republic of 
Tanzania – 17 January  

c.	 Honourable Professor Joseph Terlumun Utsev, 
Minister of Water Resources and Sanitation, Federal 
Republic of Nigeria – 7 February

These courtesy visits were essential to:
a.	 Orient the Honourable Ministers on their roles and 

expectations as AMCOW Vice Presidents for the 
period 2025-2027.

b.	 Commence preparations towards hosting statutory 
subregional meetings and consultations on the post 
2025 Africa Water vision and policy

c.	 Secure support and leadership in translating 
commitments into action for the post-2025 Africa 
water vision and policy.

d.	 mobilise Member States to uphold the decision of 
the Executive Council of the African Union approving 
“Assuring Sustainable Water Availability and Safe 
Sanitation Systems to Achieve the Goals of Agenda 
2063” as the African Union Theme of the year 2026;

e.	 preparations for the 2025 statutory subregional 
meetings for Eastern and Northern Africa subregions; 
and

f.	 sharing plans for the 3rd African Implementation and 
Partnership Conference on water (PANAFCON-3); 
and, 

Matters related to ensuring AMCOW’s financial 
sustainability were also addressed. 

The Secretariat also convened joint planning sessions 
with the African Union Commission and the African 
Development Bank / Africa Water Facility. The main 
purpose of the meetings was to strengthen collaborative 
efforts towards raising the profile of water and sanitation 
in the Continent’s development agenda.

In recognition of its continental mandate and leadership 
in the water and sanitation sector, leading global 
organizations appointed AMCOW to prominent positions. 
The appointments are of strategic importance to 
AMCOW’s global engagement. These key appointments 
include:

•	 Board of Directors, Stockholm International Water 
Institute (SIWI): AMCOW’s Executive Secretary has 
been appointed to the Board of Directors of SIWI, 
a leading global organization in water resource 

management.
•	 International Scientific Committee, XIX IWRA World 

Water Congress: The Executive Secretary has also 
been appointed to the International Scientific 
Committee of the XIX IWRA World Water Congress, 
scheduled to take place in Marrakech, Morocco, from 
December 1-5, 2025.

These appointments provide AMCOW with invaluable 
opportunities to:
a.	 Network and Collaborate: Engage with experts, 

practitioners, researchers, policymakers, civil society, 
and the private sector.

b.	 Knowledge Sharing: Facilitate the exchange of 
cutting-edge knowledge and best practices in the 
water and sanitation sector.

c.	 Partnership Building: Forge strategic partnerships 
to co-develop actionable strategies and solutions 
for addressing critical challenges in global water 
governance, security, and sustainability.

These appointments provide AMCOW with an opportunity 
to mobilizing input in the Post-2025 Africa Water Vision 
and Policy development. The Secretariat will leverage 
these global engagement opportunities to gather 
valuable insights into the formulation of the Post-2025 
Africa Water Vision and Policy.

The appointments also provide an opportunity to 
champion the water and sanitation agenda at the global 
level, ensuring Africa’s strategic priorities are effectively 
represented.

COURTESY CALL ON HONOURABLE MINISTERS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR WATER AND SANITATION 
AFFAIRS  ENGAGEMENT AND STAKEHOLDER 
MOBILISATION

AMCOW Appointed To Siwi Board And World 
Water Congress Scientific Committee 
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AMCOW Secretariat is facilitating a participatory 
process to develop a Strategic Operational Plan (SOP) 
covering the period 2026-2030. This new SOP is a critical 
initiative aimed at strengthening AMCOW’s operational 
effectiveness. The goal is to have the SOP ready for 
endorsement by the 14th AMCOW General Assembly, 
scheduled for September-October 2025.

The SOP will serve several key functions:
•	 Implementing strategy: The SOP 2026-2030 will 

be instrumental in translating the goals of the 
overarching AMCOW Strategy 2018-2030 into specific, 
actionable plans.

•	 Bridging to the Future: It will play a vital role during 
the transition towards the implementation of the 
post-2025 Africa Water Vision and Policy, ensuring 
alignment between existing initiatives and the future 
water and sanitation agenda.

•	 Guiding Vision: The development process supports 
the move towards a new Africa Water Vision and 
Policy focused on achieving inclusive and climate-
resilient water security for the continent.

The forthcoming SOP is expected to clearly define:
a.	 High-level framework results to be achieved.
b.	 Periodic milestones for tracking progress.
c.	 Detailed work packages outlining activities.
d.	 An indication of the necessary inputs and resources 

required.

The AMCOW Secretariat will ensure that the final SOP 
2026-2030 effectively translates the long-term strategy 
into actionable steps that address the emerging needs 
of Member States. 

AMCOW SECRETARIAT COORDINATING THE  
DEVELOPMENT OF STRATEGIC OPERATIONAL PLAN 
(SOP) 2026-2030

AMCOW STRENGTHENS POLICY ENVIRONMENTS 
IN PURSUIT FOR  SAFELY MANAGED SANITATION 
AND HYGIENE SERVICES FOR ALL

In an ongoing effort, AMCOW has reiterated its 
commitment to working collaboratively with Member 
States and partners to advance safely managed 
sanitation and hygiene services for all. AMCOW’s 
commitment is anchored on robust policy frameworks 
and effective monitoring mechanisms to strengthen 
institutional arrangements and track progress against set 
targets. This pursuit is significant   in the implementation 
of Council Decision GA/13/2023/CAI/3 concerning the 
African Sanitation Policy Guidelines (ASPGs) in Action 
Programme. 

ASPGs in Action: Monitoring and Reporting Framework
The Secretariat has developed a comprehensive 
framework to monitor the utilisation and impact of 
the African Sanitation Policy Guidelines (ASPGs) within 
Member States. A crucial element of this framework will 
be regular situation assessments, providing valuable 
data on the ground to inform policy adjustments and 
track progress towards improved sanitation and hygiene.

Towards a Unified Sanitation Policy Assessment Tool for 
Enhanced Policy Effectiveness:
AMCOW has engaged a consulting firm to undertake 
the reconciliation of the African Sanitation Policy 
Assessment Tool (ASPAT) and the Policy Monitoring and 
Assessment Tool (PMAT). The objective is to streamline 
and enhance the assessment of sanitation and hygiene 
policy environments across the continent. This work will 
result in a single, comprehensive tool that will facilitate 
more efficient and effective situation assessments. From 
the month of April 2025, stakeholder consultations will 
be carried out virtually. The aim is to collate information 
from sector experts to enrich the tool toward reaching 
the desired quality. This unified tool will be presented at 
PANAFCON-3 to showcase its utility for comprehensive 
policy assessments, enabling better decision-making 
and ultimately leading to more impactful sanitation and 
hygiene policies
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AMCOW under the overall leadership of the African Union 
Commission (AUC) has made significant progress in 
formulating the post-2025 Africa Water Vision and Policy. 
The post-2025 Africa Water Vision and Policy aims to 
address the continent’s water challenges and contribute 
to Africa’s sustainable development. 

In response to the recommendations of the 5th Partner 
Coordination Platform (PCP) meeting, the AUC established 
a Reference Group. The Reference Group’s mandate is 
to advise the AUC Commissioner for Agriculture, Rural 
Economy and Blue Economy on the fundamental 
principles and core tenets of the Water Vision and Policy 
beyond 2025.

At the technical level, a dedicated team of “Sherpas” has 
been appointed. Their role is to facilitate the activities 
required to formulate the detailed text of the Africa Water 
Vision and Policy. The Sherpas are coordinated by the 
AMCOW Secretariat and supported by AUC, African 
Development Bank (AfDB), and United Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa (UNECA).

In February, the Sherpas devoted their focus on preparing 
six thematic papers. These papers provide context, 
identify gaps, and propose practical strategies to guide 
the subregional consultations effectively. The papers 
articulated context, identify gaps, and propose practical 
strategies for consultation. 

In March through to April 2025, AMCOW jointly with AUC 
embarked on subregional consultations to solicit input 
to contribute to the formulation of a post-2025 Africa 
Water Vision and Policy. Additional review and global 
perspectives will be sought at the PANAFCON 3 convened 
on 27 - 29 May, in Lusaka, Zambia.

AMCOW has made significant progress in enhancing 
groundwater security and resilience across the African 
continent. A key development is the creation of a 
dedicated strategic programme focused on improving 
groundwater management. In response to the 13th 
Ordinary Session decision of the Executive Council 
(EXCO/13/2022/WDH/3) taken in 2022 in Windhoek, 
Namibia, AMCOW has developed a draft Strategic 
Programme on Groundwater for Water Security and 
Resilience in Africa. This discussion document lays the 
foundation for a coordinated and effective approach 
to groundwater governance and management on the 
continent.

The aim of the Strategic Programme is to create an 
enabling environment for responsible and effective 
groundwater governance, guided by the following four 
key strategic objectives:
•	 Strengthening Policy and Institutions: Enhance 

AUC AND AMCOW ARE LEADING THE POST-2025 
AFRICA WATER VISION AND POLICY FORMULA-
TION PROCESS

AMCOW MAKING PROGRESS ON THE STRATEGIC 
PROGRAMME ON GROUNDWATER FOR WATER 
SECURITY AND RESILIENCE IN AFRICA

policy, legal, and institutional frameworks for 
sustainable groundwater development and 
management.

•	 Building Human and Institutional Capacity: Support 
multi-level capacity development in groundwater 
management for water security and climate 
resilience.

•	 Demonstrating Economic Value: Build a business 
case highlighting the economic value and cross-
sectoral benefits of structured investment in 
groundwater development and management.

•	 Developing and Operationalizing Tools: Develop 
and implement tools for awareness, evidence-based 
decision-making, and stakeholder buy-in.

The draft programme document outlines a set of 
priority actions under each of these strategic objectives, 
providing a clear roadmap for implementation. 

The development of this draft programme benefited 
significantly from the contributions of four dedicated task 
teams comprising groundwater experts. These experts 
provided invaluable technical input and also played a 
crucial role in facilitating discussions during the ongoing 
Sub-Regional Consultations process, ensuring a broad 
range of perspectives were considered.

Going forward, the AMCOW Secretariat will consider 
various ongoing groundwater initiatives across the 
continent to ensure the Strategic Programme is 
complementary and builds upon existing efforts.

The Secretariat will further engage with Member States, 
Regional Economic Communities (RECs), and relevant 
regional institutions to gather additional input and foster 
collaboration towards the eventual implementation of 
the AMCOW Strategic Programme on Groundwater for 
Water Security and Resilience in Africa.
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AMCOW Secretariat participated in the 22nd professionals 
and leaders to discuss African water and sanitation 
challenges, solutions, and future perspectives. The 
Congress provided a valuable platform for AMCOW to 
advance critical initiatives and engage with a wide range 
of stakeholders. The Secretariat shared information on 
the roadmap for formulating the upcoming Post-2025 
Africa Water Vision and Policy, outlining the pathway 
towards this significant continental framework. AMCOW 
invited participants at the Congress to actively involve 
in shaping the long-term water and sanitation agenda 

AMCOW engaged also stakeholders on the preparatory 
process for the 8th African Conference on Sanitation and 
Hygiene (AfricaSan8), with an aim to foster collaboration 
and gather input relevant to consolidating the processes 
for this major event.

The AfricaSan International Task Force (AITF) 
Coordination Meeting
On the margins of the Congress, AMCOW organized the 
first coordination meeting of the AfricaSan International 
Task Force (AITF). This crucial meeting provided 
participants with essential information on:
a.	 The overall framework and planning for the 

AfricaSan8 conference.
b.	 Timelines for developing the 4th edition of the 

AfricaSan Ngor report and updates related to the 
Ngor data collection at member states level. 

c.	 Tools for assessing sanitation policies and   
implementation plans.

d.	 The AMCOW Youth and Gender Inclusion (YoGI) 
implementation roadmap.

e.	 Various initiatives focused on promoting climate-
resilient sanitation services across Africa.

Going forward, the AMCOW Secretariat will continue 
engaging stakeholders towards formulating the 
Post-2025 Africa Water Vision and Policy and preparing 
for AfricaSan8.

The reporting process underscores the vital role of 
cross-sector coordination in ensuring data availability. 
Strengthening institutionalized monitoring and reporting 
systems at the national level, including robust information 
management, is crucial in enhancing data reporting 
through the WASSMO system in future cycles.

Going forward, the AMCOW Secretariat will commence 
the development of the 2025 Annual Report on the 
implementation of the Sharm El Sheikh Commitments, 
with a focus on ensuring its comprehensiveness.

AMCOW and the Sustainable Environment and Blue 
Economy Director at the African Union Commission 
undertaking all necessary processes to present the 
2024 WASSMO report through the relevant organs of the 
African Union for consideration at the AU Summit.

AMCOW LEVERAGE PARTNERSHIPS TO ADVANCE 
SECTOR INITIATIVES  AT 22ND AFWASA 
CONGRESS IN KAMPALA

The AMCOW Secretariat finalised the drafting of the 2024 
Annual Report of the Commission on the Implementation 
of the July 2008 Assembly Declaration on the Sharm El 
Sheikh Commitments for Accelerating the Achievement 
of Water and Sanitation Goals in Africa Assembly Decision 
(Assembly/AU/ Decl.1 (XI)). 

A total of 45 Member States contributed to the data 
used in the preparation of the 2024 Africa Water Sector 
and Sanitation Monitoring (WASSMO) Report. The report 
serves to provides situational analysis of the continent’s 
progress against the AWV 2025 to informs the AU and 
AMCOW policy direction to realize the goal of providing a 
strategic framework for inclusive climate resilience and 
water security on the continent beyond 2025 within the 
AU Agenda 2063.

AMCOW jointly with the AUC, AfDB and stakeholders 
convened a series of subregional consultations as part 
of contribution towards the formulation of the post-2025 
Africa Water Vision and Policy.  

AMCOW, in close collaboration with the African Union 
Commission, successfully convened sub-regional 
consultations during the month of March 2025:
•	 Week 1 (March 4-7): Dar Es Salaam, United Republic 

of Tanzania hosted the consultations for the Eastern 
Africa Subregion. 

•	 Week 2 (March 18-20): Abuja, Federal Republic of 
Nigeria hosted participants F from the Western Africa 
Subregion.

•	 Week 3 (March 24-26): Harare, the Republic of 
Zimbabwe welcomed participants from the Southern 
Africa Subregion.

Subregional Consultations for Central and Northern Africa 
are expected to be concluded by 10 April 2025.

Subregional consultations are a key step in shaping the 
future of water management and sanitation in Africa. 
They help ensure that the post-2025 Africa Water Vision 
and Policy reflects the diverse needs and priorities of 
all stakeholders. This is in line with AMCOW Decision 
GA/13/2023/CAI/1 to gather broad and active input into the 
prioritisation of technical proposals and the articulation 
of the action framework for this vital document.

These subregional consultations were strategically 
designed to achieve several key objectives:
a.	 Enhanced Stakeholder Engagement: To foster 

broader engagement with Member States, 
Regional Economic Communities (RECs), River Basin 
Organisations (RLBOs), Civil Society Organisations 
(CSOs), and other relevant stakeholders.

b.	 Thematic Paper Review: To provide a platform for the 
thorough review and discussion of thematic papers 
developed to guide the post-2025 Vision and Policy.

c.	 Regional Input Generation: To actively generate 

2024 SHARM EL SHEIKH COMMITMENTS 
IMPLEMENTATION REPORT FINALIZED

SUBREGIONAL CONSULTATIONS TO DRIVE 
CONSENSUS ON POST-2025 AFRICA WATER 
VISION AND POLICY
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regional inputs and perspectives that will directly 
inform the drafting of the post-2025 Africa Water 
Vision and Policy.

d.	 Agreement on Technical Proposals: To build 
consensus on prioritised technical proposals for the 
post-2025 Africa Water Vision and Policy, informed by 
the insights from the 2024 sector performance report.

The team of Sherpas, acting as invaluable resource 
persons, have been instrumental in facilitating these 
consultations and guiding the formulation of the Vision 
and Policy. Their expertise and in-depth analyses are 
providing critical support to the AUC, AMCOW, AfDB, and 
UNECA in this crucial undertaking.

Leadership Transition and Vision 
The handover ceremony took place virtually during the 
6th Extraordinary Session of the Executive Committee 
(EXCO) of the Governing Council. His Excellency Dr. Cheikh 
Tidiane Dieye, in his inaugural address as the President 
of AMCOW, reaffirmed Senegal’s commitment to drive 
progress to achieve sector targets. 

AMCOW officially welcomed the Republic of Senegal 
as its new President, marking an important transition 
in advancing Africa’s water and sanitation goals. The 
Republic of Senegal assumed the presidency from the 
Arab Republic of Egypt on 3 March 2025, and will lead 
AMCOW for a two-year term until 2027. 

The AMCOW Secretariat undertake a courtesy call on Hon 
Kenneth Gilbert Adjei, Ghana’s Minister for Works, Housing 
and Water Resources. During this visit, the Secretariat:
a.	 Congratulated the Minister on his appointment 

to lead Ghana’s  public works, housing and water 
resources.

b.	 provided insights to the Minister about AMCOW’s 
leadership organs and his role as a member of the 
AMCOW Governing Council.

c.	 Held discussions regarding the AfricaSan8 
conference, referencing the hosting agreement 
signed in 2023, which commits the Republic of Ghana 
to hosting the 2025 AfricaSan Conference.

d.	 Provided a briefing on AMCOW’s upcoming events, 
including the roadmap for the Post-2025 Africa 
Water Vision and Policy formulation and the Third Pan 
Africa Implementation and Partnership Conference 
(PANAFCON-3) in Lusaka, Zambia.

During the visit, the Republic of Ghana reiterated its 
commitment to hosting the AfricaSan8 Conference, in line 
with the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed in 
2023. The Secretariat led by Engr Kwabene Gyasi-Duku, 
Director, Public Works, Water and Housing and Dr Tony 
Tsekpetse, Principal Deputy Director, Environmental Health 
Analyst visited the   Accra International Conference 
Centre (AICC) and tour the facilities designated to host 
the AfricaSan8 conference.

Going forward, the AMCOW Secretariat will continue 
its engagement with the Republic of Ghana and 
stakeholders to finalize the details for AfricaSan8, including 
confirmation of the conference dates and venue.

SENEGAL TAKES THE HELM OF AMCOW, PLEDGING 
TO STRENGTHEN AFRICA’S WATER AND 
SANITATION AGENDA 

HIGH-LEVEL ENGAGEMENT IN GHANA ON 
AFRICASAN8 PRPEARATIONS

Dr. Cheikh Tidiane Dieye 
Executive Committee 
(EXCO) of the Governing 
Council

...the Republic of 
Senegal is honoured 
to lead AMCOW at 
this pivotal time as 
we formulate the 
Post-2025 Africa 
Water Vision and 
Policy.” 

“

Senegal’s presidency is expected to inject new impetus 
into AMCOW’s mission to enhance cooperation, policy 
coordination, and advocacy to advance the water and 
sanitation agenda across Africa. 

Key Priorities Under Senegal’s Leadership 
The express ambition of Senegal is to focus on the 
following strategic areas: 
•	 Strengthening AMCOW Governance: Enhancing 

leadership, fostering stronger partnerships, and 
ensuring an effective Secretariat. 

•	 Developing a Post-2025 Africa Water Vision and 
Policy: Placing water and sanitation at the core of 
Africa’s development priorities. 

•	 High-Level Advocacy: Mobilising the continental 
and global support and providing leadership to 
commemorate 2026 as the “Year of Water in Africa.” 

•	 A Unified African Position on Global Platforms: 
Ensuring Africa’s voice is heard in major global 
forums, including COP30 and the UN 2026 Water 
Conference. 

Recognition of Outgoing Leadership 
Dr. Dieye appreciated his predecessor, Prof. Dr. Hani 
Sewilam, Minister for Water Resources and Irrigation of 
the Arab Republic of Egypt, for his leadership from 2023 
to 2025. 

In his remarks, Prof. Sewilam highlighted Senegal’s 
unique opportunity to bridge continental and global 
water initiatives. He stated, “as Co-Chair of the UN 2026 
Water Conference alongside the UAE, Senegal holds the 
responsibility of aligning Africa’s water and sanitation 
agenda with global commitments.” 

AMCOW’s Executive Secretary, Dr. Rashid Mbaziira, 
emphasised that this transition occurs at a crucial 



8

moment, citing ongoing efforts to elevate water and 
sanitation as key levers to achieving the AU Agenda 2063. 

Strengthening Africa’s Water Future 
Dr. Mbaziira noted that the process to formulate the 
Post-2025 Africa Water Vision and Policy has reached a 
critical phase, requiring: 
•	 Broad and Inclusive Dialogue: to ensure stakeholder 

engagement at all levels. 
•	 High-Level Political Commitment: to secure political 

leadership and buy-in towards finalisation of the 
post-2025 Africa Water Vision and Policy. 

•	 Adoption of the Vision and Policy: Ensuring that the 
new Vision and Policy are presented for consideration 
and approval at the 39th Ordinary Session of the 
African Union in 2026. 

AMCOW’s leadership changes also extend to its Executive 
Committee and Technical Advisory Committee, with 
Senegal taking a leading role. Additionally, Egypt will now 
chair the Africa Water Facility (AWF) Governing Council, 
an AMCOW initiative hosted by the African Development 
Bank. 

Continental Collaboration 
Hon. Eng. Collins Nzovu, Zambia’s Minister for Water 
Development and Sanitation, assured Senegal of 
Zambia’s support to implement AMCOW’s priorities. 
He remarked, “we congratulate Senegal on assuming 
AMCOW’s presidency and as Co-Chair of the UN 
Water 2026 Conference alongside the UAE. Zambia 
remains committed to supporting Africa’s water and 
sanitation agenda.”  Zambia will host the Third African 
Implementation and Partnership Conference on Water 
(PANAFCON-3). PANAFCON-3, as a key milestone event in 
the post-2025 Africa Water Vision and Policy formulation 
process, will review the draft vision and policy. 

Similarly, Hon. Jumaa H. Aweso, Tanzania’s Minister for 
Water, emphasised the importance of finalising the 
Post-2025 Africa Water Vision and Policy, affirming 
Tanzania’s commitment as a Vice President for Eastern 
Africa of AMCOW. “It is fitting that Senegal leads AMCOW 
as we work towards a new Africa Water Vision and Policy. 
Tanzania is fully committed to supporting this noble task,” 
he stated. 

Morocco’s Minister for Water and Equipment, His 
Excellency Nizar Baraka, welcomed the leadership 
transition, reaffirming Morocco’s dedication to regional 
cooperation. He stated, “The Kingdom of Morocco remains 
committed to strengthening water sector cooperation 
across Africa. We look forward to working with Senegal 
and all AMCOW members to achieve our shared goals.” 
He also announced that Morocco will host subregional 
consultations on the post-2025 Africa Water Vision from 
April 8–10, 2025, in Rabat. 

A Unified Approach for Africa’s Water Agenda 
As Senegal assumes leadership, AMCOW is poised to 
drive a coordinated and results-oriented approach 
to water and sanitation development. By leveraging 
high-level advocacy and fostering global partnerships, 
AMCOW aims to position Africa’s water and sanitation 

agenda at the forefront of assuring social transformation 
and economic development on the continent. 

Founded in 2002 in Abuja, Nigeria, AMCOW provides 
political leadership, policy direction, and advocacy in 
the provision, use and management of water resources 
for sustainable social and economic development and 
maintenance of African ecosystems. As the Sectoral 
Ministerial Committee on Water and Sanitation within 
the African Union’s Specialised Technical Committee on 
Agriculture, Rural Development, Blue Economy, Water and 
Environment (ARBWE), AMCOW plays a key role in shaping 
the continent’s water future. 

For further inquiries, please contact:  AMCOW Secretariat

Email
info@amcow-online.org | secretariat@amcow-online.
org
 
Telephone
+234 96233960 | +234 9096074166 

ABOUT AMCOW 




